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Worst Qld youth offenders to get help [17:27 AEST Thu Oct 27 2011 By Jessica Marszalek] http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8366327
The 200 10- to 16-year-olds who commit one quarter of youth crime in Queensland will be helped towards the right path in a new blitz.  The worst-offending youths across the state will be identified and assigned case workers that will, in some cases, make daily house calls to make sure their wards were learning or earning.  The workers will help them get a job, attend school and mend family relationships so they are less likely to end up in adult jail, Communities Minister Karen Struthers said on Thursday.

The focus will be on the Gold Coast, Cairns, Caboolture, Ipswich and Logan under the program, which has seen lower reoffending rates in 27 serial offenders in Rockhampton over the past two months.  Children aged 10 to 16 had up to 30 charges on their records, with the worst offenders aged 15 or 16, the minister said.  "We know that there's 200 young people who are committing about a quarter of all the youth offences around the state," Ms Struthers told reporters.  "It is a youth offender blitz, we're not mucking around here.  If we have someone alongside these young people getting them out of bed, getting them to school, getting them to work, getting them to TAFE, and they're not idle, we have a much better chance of getting them back on track."  

Programs would also concentrate on mending family breakdowns, getting parents more involved in their child's lives and providing mentors, she said.  "Many of them don't have a responsible person who is guiding them, they're just cutting loose," she said.  Ms Struthers said the blitz was a "whatever it takes" new approach that would be funded out of the existing budget.

But Opposition juvenile justice spokesman Jarrod Bleijie said the move was a desperate attempt to look tough.  He blamed a "revolving-door" youth justice system for repeat offenders.  "It is essential detention becomes a real deterrent," he said in a statement.  "Instead young offenders receive short sentences and Labor's youth detention centres were becoming a home away from home."  He said the justice system had to "not only get tough on offenders but also provide genuine rehabilitation for those seeking help".

Indigenous mentors awarded for youth work [16:57 AEST Tue Oct 25 2011 Toby Mann]

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/8365216/indigenous-mentors-awarded-for-youth-work

An indigenous mentoring service that helps young people on the wrong path express their problems through art has won a Queensland award.  Children Of The Dreaming encourages healthy lifestyles among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and strives to break cycles of offending often linked to substance abuse or mental health problems.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships Minister Curtis Pitt presented the award on Tuesday on behalf of Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation Queensland to Rosie Conners, the founder and director of Children Of The Dreaming.  "We are really proud to accept this award," she said.  "Our work seeks to give young people who are on the wrong path the chance to change their behaviour."

Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation Queensland's president Kitty Carra said the award was a chance to thank the group for a vital service that had touched many people.  "So much of the hard work that goes on at the community level is unseen by the greater society," she said.  Ms Conners told AAP the program was successful because it engaged people who had trouble communicating their problems.  "People who weren't good at expressing themselves verbally or in a counselling situation, but doing artwork they have been able to express themselves," she said.  "Our program has achieved much more than we expected."

Children Of The Dreaming (www.childrenofthedreaming.com.au) Centre for Self Healing opened its doors in 2004 in the City of Ipswich

PURPOSE - To help Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children, Young people and their Families.

VISION - To provide a unique range of programs and services that will Empower our children, young people, and families allowing them to move forward and make informed choices to bring about a positive change for themselves, their family and their community.

Children of the Dreaming aims to instil in our children, young people and families a strong - Sense of Self    

Sense of Family , Sense of Community, Sense of Responsibility, Sense of Accountability and Sense of Belonging.  The "Journey of Healing" Programs offered by Children of the Dreaming incorporates the: 

Physical, Emotional, Social, Cultural and Spiritual aspects of our being. 

Children of the Dreaming is a non-profit company registered under the Corporation Act 2002.  The Company has DGR status and is a registered Charity.  The Company is managed by a board of Directors who promote EMPOWERMENT through Self Healing.

The Queensland Youth Alliance Youth Leader Awards (www.qya.org.au) recognise outstanding achievements within the member organisations of the Queensland Youth Alliance.  The annual awards program enables individuals aged between 16 – 25 years to be recognised as making an outstanding commitment to young people.

The Awards are offered in the following categories Leadership Excellence - for demonstrating leadership and giving guidance to young people and peers; Inspiration - for those who inspire others through their actions or by overcoming difficulties; and Community Service - for taking an active and responsible role in bettering the community.  The 2011 Awards were presented at Parliament House on Tuesday 25 October 2011.

Gold Coast lifesavers recognised at Queensland Youth Alliance Awards

Article | Wed, 26/10/2011 - 14:49 

(http://www.sls.com.au/content/gold-coast-lifesavers-recognised-queensland-youth-alliance-awards)

Two young Gold Coast lifesavers have been recognised for their commitment to beach safety and community participation, selected amongst just 15 Queenslanders to receive a Queensland Youth Alliance Award (QYA) for Excellence.  The Awards, presented by the Hon. Phil Reeves on 25 October 2011, seek to acknowledge the outstanding achievements of young Queenslanders who have inspired others through their actions.

Three Girls' Brigade ladies were also part of the 15 awardees; Lesley Clayton from Darling Downs, Jacinta Morris from 45th Brisbane and Susan Timm from Darling Downs.

Funding given to outstanding Queensland youth sailors [Denis Cook, Friday, 9 September 2011]

http://qld.yachting.org.au/default.asp?Page=55482
Yachting Queensland is pleased to announce the recipients of funding for competitors who had strong performances at recent ISAF International and Recognised Class World Championships and international regattas.   Having such a successful summer racing in Australia the Queensland Sailing Team dominated the youth classes and proved its strength as a powerful team across the multitude of classes. 

Having five members selected in the Australian Youth Sailing Team these athletes competed and raced extremely well, doing Queensland and Australia proud overseas.  In the 29er class funding is given to young guns Josh Franklin and Lewis Brake who won the Australian 29er Open and Youth Championships in 2010-11. Franklin and Brake continued to train hard from their home club in Brisbane the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron. The pair had their eyes set on a podium finish in the European regattas they would compete in; Kiel Woche and the ISAF Youth Worlds, and that is exactly what they did. Finishing with a 1st in Germany and a 4th in Croatia. 

Funding went towards another double handed team, the champion combination of Alex Gough and Angus Galloway who have dominated the youth Australian 420 scene for the past two years. After a 3rd in Croatia and a 1st in Kiel Woche the team now move into the Olympic 470 class with eyes set on Olympic Gold.  The final athlete to receive funding is Laser sailor Ashley Stoddard who has been racing in Europe under the supervision of world renowned coach Mike Fletcher as part of the Australian Development Sailing Squad. Stoddard sailing the Olympic women’s class has had to battle the best Laser sailors in the world, across a variety of regattas.  These athletes have represented Australia and Queensland overseas and receive $1000 each for their high levels of achievement.
Youth Alive (http://youthaliveqld.com/) is a Christian organisation that operates in every state in Australia. The concept for Youth Alive was formed in 1982 at a camp in Victoria. It was birthed out of a genuine concern and passion for reaching young Australians with a positive message. This concern was being felt in a similar fashion in every other state, and in June 1986, youth leaders from around the nation met in Melbourne to discuss plans to make an impact on this issue. Out of this meeting Youth Alive was formed with its first national director, Mal Fletcher

Why Do We Exist - not a week goes by without the media reporting appalling statistics regarding the youth crisis within Australia today. It’s statistics like these that drive the heart of every member of Youth Alive. Our young people are the future of our nation and we believe that this is a future worth living. Therefore, it is our purpose to bring a message of hope and encouragement to those in need, and then go beyond this by providing genuine support through local youth groups in helping teenagers realise their potential.

What Do We Do? Youth Alive focuses on three key areas Reaching Youth with a Positive Life Message, Leadership Training and Leadership Networking.  This is facilitated through a number of high quality activities founded and run by Youth Alive.  Leadership events are held several times a year, these events are an opportunity for local youth leaders to network with one another, and hear from outstanding speakers.

Big Events - Youth Alive Big Events are drug and alcohol free events that take place several times during the year. The style of each event may vary dramatically but generally includes exceptional music, dance and drama performances, competitions, multimedia presentations, motivational speaking, give-aways and guest artists. The purpose of these Big Events is to provide an outstanding night out for teenagers and young adults, that promotes positive life choices.  The next events are conferences, North Queensland 11-13 January 2012 and South East Queensland 17-20 January 2012.
2011 YMCA Queensland Youth Parliament (www.ymcaqyp.org) Having been passed in the 16th Session of Youth Parliament 2011, the following Youth Acts can be downloaded for your viewing pleasure.  Criminal Justice Youth Act 2011, Planning for Disaster Management Youth Act 2011, Education, Training and Employment Reform Youth Act 2011 , Environmental Protection (Coal Seam Gas Mining) Youth Act 2011, Maturing Awareness and Broadening Opportunities Youth Act 2011 and Queensland Sustainable Planning Youth Act 2011. 

The Fleurieu Art Prize 2011 (www.artprize.com.au) The 2011 Fleurieu Art Prize Program is now available for download.  The program details the exhibitions along with an outstanding program of high quality exhibitions and workshops that form the Fleurieu Art Prize Community Program.  Find maps, art trails, travel packages and more.  Finalists announced - go to program page of website.

Backbone Youth Art’s 2high Festival (www.backbone.org.au) is Australia’s one-of-a-kind multi-arts experience for young emerging artists and cultural producers. On Saturday 29 October 2011 Brisbane Powerhouse will be engulfed by Backbone 2high Festival - a showcase of the highest calibre of emerging and established artists. Interactive displays of art, music and performance will bring the 2011 Festival to life.

Founded in 1993 by former Backbone Youth Arts Artistic Director Susan Richer, the Backbone 2high Festival was originally developed to provide female arts administrators with hands on experience in the creative industries. In 2007, the Backbone 2high Festival evolved to welcome young men into the coordinator mix.  Evolution is at the core of Backbone 2high Festival, and over 18 years the event has morphed into a heavily anticipated Festival and an unprecedented opportunity for young and emerging artists to showcase their talents.

Youth Affairs Network Qld (www.yanq.org.au) Youth Affairs Conference held on 20 and 21 July was a great success. Over 200 people from the youth sector in Queensland attended the conference.  See presentations on various topics at http://www.yanq.org.au/qyac including responding to school refusal, young carers and education, unplanned pregnancy in Queensland, working ethnically with young people and youth work in a changing climate.
"The Murri Youth Sector in Queensland: March 2011" Tuesday, 23 August 2011 15:25 - "The Murri Youth Sector in Queensland" report outlines the conduct and findings of a significant research project undertaken with Murri youth services in three parts of Queensland. It presents a summary of themes and draws attention to some of the possibilities for future actions and research that have emerged from an evidence base that has not previously been documented on the profile and demographics of this sector.

Impact Projects (www.impactyouthprojects.net.au) - member organisations are Guides Queensland (see February 2010 report), Australian Red Cross Youth (see October 2009 report), The Girls’ Brigade, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award - Young Australian Challenge, Queensland Police Citizens Youth Welfare Association (see May 2010 report), The Scout Association of Australia Queensland Branch Inc (see October 2010 report), Emergency Services Cadet Program (see May 2009 report), Surf Life Saving Queensland (see February 2011 report) and YMCA of Brisbane (see July 2010 report).

Children’s Week (www.childrensweek.com.au) is 22-30 October 2011 with various events around Queensland.  Kids Ministry Network (http://kmq.com.au/) hosted a Children’s Advocacy Forum on Wednesday 26 October at Gateway Baptist Church.  Keynote speaker Paul O’Rourke with panellists Wendy Protheroe (General Manager, Kids Help Line), Debbie Dobbs (Primary School Chaplain) and Wendy Strachan (Scripture Union International Children’s Ministry Coordinator).[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3.png]
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