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Music lovers have had the opportunity to attend very special events which showcased distinguished musicians, both national and international, in concert as solo artists or in ensemble and orchestral performance.  
Camerata of St. John’s is gaining a reputation as “a jewel in Queensland’s musical crown”. Camerata comprises talented, professional Australian string players who perform without a conductor.  The chamber orchestra performs refreshing accounts of the classics but are also committed to performing music with cross-over elements such as Mexican mariachi, Tibetan music, theatrical elements and free improvisation.  In this past year they have programmed works by Australian composers Stephen Leek, Richard Meale, Ross Edwards, Sarah Hopkins and Betty Beath.
An unusual creative collaboration took place on the 7th December at the State Library of Queensland when the award winning Queensland poet Samuel Wagan Watson performed with the Southern Cross Soloists his cycle of poems, Smoke Encrypted Whispers.  The music which accompanied the twenty-three poems was commissioned from twenty-three Queensland composers; the brief was to compose a response to a selected poem to act as an interlude between the readings of individual poems.
 The Queensland Orchestra combined “classical brilliance with contemporary charm” in programs which featured a mix of the familiar and unfamiliar in a busy schedule of over seventy concerts in a year marked by diversity. Two notable concerts, among many  performed by the orchestra, were the presentation of Jose Carreras in a performance on the 6th February and, to launch the Maestro Series of concerts, conductor Maestro Fritzsch and acclaimed Brisbane pianist Piers Lane performed the Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 also in February. Piers Lane was also a featured pianist in this year’s  Medici Concerts; he performed in March in the Conservatorium Theatre a concert aptly titled In Conversation.   He performed works by Beethoven, Brahms and Chopin, as well as drawing  on material he had used ‘in conversation’ in broadcast programs for BBC Radio.
 The Queensland Youth Symphony conducted by Director of Music, John Curro AM MBE is presenting programs in a Masterpiece, Concerto and Finale Series.  Established in 1966 the orchestra is now considered to be one of the top ranking youth orchestras in the world and has toured extensively with performances in Europe, UK, USA, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand as well as throughout Australia.
Women Composers:  Then and Now, was a program of piano music played by UQ Music postdoctoral research fellow Dr. Katie Zhukov.  Lunch hour concerts are a feature of the Concert Diary of The University of Queensland School of Music and are free to the public.
Betty Beath.   Music Adviser NCWQ
