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PRIME Minister John Howard has said he could shelve planned media ownership law changes if he can’t strike a compromise with the dissenting Nationals.

Nationals backbencher, Paul Neville, the chairman of the coalition’s backbench committee on communication said diversity had to be created and protected.

Mr Neville recently spoke on ABC radio recently saying that he thought the local content plans need some underpinning and he thought some things needed to be legislated.

The Australian media union wants the Federal Government to cancel the introduction of new media laws after a share raid on the Fairfax newspaper group by the News Corporation.

Rupert Murdoch’s company spent $US 276 million on a 7.5 per cent share in Fairfax.

Spokesman for News Corp described it as a strategic stake in a likely takeover target should the new media ownership laws take effect.

The Federal Secretary of the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance, Chris Warren said the rush for market dominance showed the laws were not good for diversity

A Senate committee recently recommended several changes to the proposals to protect media diversity in the country areas. But key Nationals senators Barnaby Joyce, Fiona Nash & Ron Boswell believed the changes should go further. Senator Joyce reserved his right to cross the floor while Senator Boswell said he was not happy with the proposals at all.

Mr Howard said the legislation was to be debated as usual and that people should understand that media reform has always been to him a second order issue.

When asked if this meant he was prepared to scrap the legislation if no agreement was reached he added that it meant there were more important things than this at present for the Australian public.

The proposed changes would scrap laws that ban newspaper proprietors from operating television or radio stations and vice versa. He added that companies would be allowed to own any media assets as long as there were at least five media operators in mainland capitals and four in other areas.

A spokeswoman for Senator Coonan said talks were ongoing and fruitful.
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