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The much awaited Equality and Participation Bill is scheduled for tabling in Papua New Guinea’s parliament. Prime Minister Peter O’Neill said the reserved seats bill was a priority agenda item of government.

He told a National Council of Women gathering in Port Moresby that it was imperative the reserved seats bill was presented in parliament for debate and voted on as soon as possible.

The Prime Minister said the participation of women in parliament was an important issue that had remained outstanding.

“Since coming into office, our government has seen this as an important outstanding issue. That is why we are recalling parliament to seriously commence the process of legislating to include women as equal partners in the highest decision-making arena.”

Women had been pressing the government to reserve 25 seats for women in the Papua New Guinea parliament. The PM said the government was prepared to make women’s representation in parliament a reality.

Participation of women in the PNG parliament was low compared to other nations in the Pacific as there is only one woman MP.  Statistically female participation is only 0.9% and contradicts PNG Constitution and the various government development goals...
PNG is rated 136 out of 144 countries for having less than 1% of women in parliament. NCWA should send congratulations to the PNG Prime Minister on this announcement and look forward to the Bill passing and following the future progress in addressing this gender imbalance.  

On 14 September 2011 a ceremony marked the 64th anniversary of the first deployment of Australian military personnel as peacekeepers. The purpose of the ceremony and the projected memorial is to commemorate and honour involvement in peacekeeping by Australian military personnel, police and civilians. The aim is not only to remember the sacrifices and celebrate the achievements of past and present peacekeepers but also to support future involvement by Australia in peacekeeping and inspire future peacekeepers.
In September Iran’s President Mahoud Ahmadinejad sparked a UN mass walk out outraging US and European delegations. 

The Iranian leader accused the US of using the "mysterious" September 11 attacks as a "pretext" to invade Afghanistan and Iraq. 

He also repeated comments casting doubt on the origins of the Holocaust and criticised the United States for killing Osama bin Laden rather than bringing him to trial. 

European countries use the Holocaust as an excuse to pay "ransom to the Zionists", he said. Further he stated that the "diabolical" aims of the West are the cause of wars and the financial crisis.  Provocative comments serve no purpose to world peace, other than to mystify intelligent friends of Iran.
September 21 marked the 30th anniversary of the United Nations International Day of Peace, a global initiative to strengthen the ideals of peace among all nations. Hailed by the United Nations’ Secretary General Ban Ki‐Moon as “our highest calling”, peace is also one of humanity’s most precious needs. Around the world, the UN’s day of non‐violence is supposed to set a goal for the rest of the year. 
While the military government of Burma has indicated some relaxation in the in the oppressive rule including the pending release of some 5000 political prisoners Pro‐democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has warned against an ''Arab‐style'' uprising in Burma and praised signs of ''positive developments'' by the military‐dominated government. 
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''There's still quite a way to go but I think there have been positive developments,'' Ms Suu Kyi said in Rangoon amid speculation the Foreign Minister, Wunna Maung Lwin, would announce further reforms at United Nations General Assembly.

''The kind of changes that we want [will] take time to come about … and I would rather that we managed to achieve change through peaceful means, through negotiation,'' 
Her latest comments have raised hopes the government is sincere about implementing genuine political reforms after almost half a century of iron‐fisted military rule. 

President emeritus of the International Crisis Group, Gareth Evans claimed a change of direction on the Israel‐Palestine conflict would be of huge benefit to the West in relations with the Islamic world and said accepting a Palestinian state ''once and for all'' would bolster Israel's security. 

''Israel should treat the UN vote as an opportunity for a new start to negotiations, rather than an excuse for renewed confrontation,'' he wrote in a syndicated article published yesterday in newspapers around the world. 

He said the Palestinians knew perfectly well UN recognition would not by itself end the Israeli occupation or resolve border disputes but the General Assembly would most likely deliver a strong majority to recognise Palestine as a non‐member ''observer state'', similar to the status of the Vatican. 

He also said the door to negotiations with Hamas ‐ which remains implacably hostile to Israel ‐ should remain open. Mr Rudd delicately side‐stepped the vexed debate on Palestinian statehood afterwards in a speech to the UN General Assembly, stating Australia would watch how negotiations proceed in the coming weeks. 

But he lamented the lack of progress in talks to bring permanent peace to the people of Israel and Palestine. 

Mr. Rudd declared "Australia remains committed to a negotiated two‐state solution that allows a secure and independent Israel to live side‐by‐side with a secure and independent Palestinian state,"   He echoes the view of US President Barack Obama, in  calling for two states divided along 1967 borders, with appropriate land swaps. 

The Minister for the Status of Women, the Hon Kate Ellis MP and Foreign Affairs Minister the Hon Kevin Rudd MP, jointly announced the appointment of Penny Williams, Australia’s first global Ambassador for Women and Girls.  The role aims to ensure Australia’s gender based development & aid policies focus on eliminating violence against and the trafficking of women and girls, improving access to quality education and healthcare and the increasing participation in peace building and leadership roles around the world.   NCWA might develop a line of communication with the newly appointed Ambassador in keeping with the ICW Triennial global themes.
Recent reports note that Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah granted Women the vote and the opportunity to run in local elections – but not until 2015.  While this advancement for Saudi Women’s Rights should be positively acknowledged by NCWA communicating to the King via the Saudi Arabian Australian ambassador it might also regret and ask why the delay?  Further more trust that the polices will not be rescinded or diluted in interim and also take the opportunity to task that bans preventing women driving cars, travelling abroad without a male’s permission, engaging in financial matters, including loans, as well as the socially mixing of males and females in public be also reviewed.  
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