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Federal Issues

Thee Arts to Feature in National Curriculum 

In a joint media release in August the Minister for School Education, Early Childhood and Youth, Peter Garrett, and the Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development, Local Government and Minister for the Arts, Simon Crean, announced that the "Arts will be given a central place in the new Australian Curriculum..."

Mr Garrett said: During that extensive consultation ACARA [Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority] received a lot of feedback and suggestions about the best way to teach the Arts in our schools, including the need to maintain specialist teaching. We’ve listened to those suggestions and the final shaping paper released reflects the views of our arts and education leaders, schools and parents. It is really important that every kid in Australia, no matter where they live or what school they attend, has the opportunity to engage with the arts, to broaden their understanding of the world through experiencing various art forms, and to have the confidence to show their creativity. (Shaping paper is found at http://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/arts.html).

  
It is understood that under the new curriculum, students will study all five arts subjects – dance, drama, media arts, music and visual arts – from their first year of school to the end of primary school. Once in high school, students will be able to start specialising in one or more of their favourite Arts subjects. Schools will have a high degree of flexibility over implementation

Universities Australia Releases A Productive Country. 

Universities Australia has released its 37-page report, A Productive Country: The contribution of Australian universities to the national productivity.

Universities Australia Chief Executive Dr Glenn Withers writes in introducing the report:

Modelling for Universities Australia by KPMG Econtech estimates that this Bradley [higher education] reform scenario would add some 5.6% to national productivity by 2040 and some 6.4% to Australia's GDP. Other reform proposals ranging from tax reform and workplace reform through superannuation changes and free trade agreements to broadband and schools and health reform are valuable but each add less. It is time to build our national capability to compete and to work smarter through investing in the Australian people. Knowledge investment and infrastructure renewal can be the core of a new reform era for the twenty-first century.

Higher education also delivers on non-economic benefits in social, cultural, health and environmental fields, has the highest "value-add" in sustaining economic activity in Australia for any industry sector, avoids and offsets the dangers of the two speed economy by delivering benefits Australia wide, and repays its public funding many times over.

The report goes on to predict that higher education reform and resourcing would deliver a Commonwealth budget surplus of $325.5 billion better than the no-reform path in the period 2011-2040. And Dr Withers states that universities have: "[F]ully accepted [the obligation of increasing efficiency], have been amongst the best global performers in education, [and] all universities readily accept the need to do still more and to continuously improve... [Nevertheless] the reciprocal responsibility is that some increase in public per student taxpayer funding and in permitted student contribution amounts under HECS, of the order of 10% each, are needed to complete the delivery of the Bradley Review vision. This is because the report does show that undergraduate student places are substantially underfunded - in fact by as much as 33% on average. A suitable reform package is the key to overcoming this challenge."

Citing the report, the Minister for Tertiary Education, Senator Chris Evans, claimed the report "confirms that the Government's investment in higher education will continue to pay a productivity dividend in the years to come. Expanding the reach of Australia's higher education system is central to the Government's productivity agenda. This century, the Australian economy will increasingly need highly-skilled and creative workers with higher education qualifications. That's why we've invested so strongly in higher education and why we'll continue to do so."

However the review states: "the government's recent investments in higher education enables universities to 'tread water' but do not enable them to move forward even further. With reduced international student revenue growth and limits on fee flexibility, some negative trends will persist, including: restricted growth in research, lesser graduate attainment, reduced academic career incentives, deferral of investment in facilities and decreasing student engagement."

Regional students to benefit from Youth Allowance changes

The Government will make it easier for regional students to access independent Youth Allowance in legislation presented to Parliament.

As part of a $265 million package, students from inner regional areas will be able to access independent Youth Allowance under exactly the same rules that apply to students from Outer Regional, Remote and Very Remote areas.

This meets the Government’s commitment to eliminate regional eligibility distinctions for Youth Allowance with effect from 1 January 2012.

Recognising that students from regional areas also experience higher costs in relocating for the purposes of study, the Government will also increase the value of the Relocation Scholarship for eligible students from regional areas.

From 1 January next year, eligible regional students will receive a Relocation Scholarship of $4000 for the first year of study, $2000 for each of the second and third years, and $1000 for any subsequent years.

New figures released show students have responded strongly to the new opportunities to access Youth Allowance following the Government’s major reforms last year. 

This year, total support for Youth Allowance for higher education will exceed $1.25 billion – a more than 50% increase on the $800 million outlay in the last year of the former Government.

New figures released by the Government show the Bradley reforms are working as planned to make Youth Allowance fairer for university students.

•many more students from low and middle income families are accessing dependent Youth Allowance – an increase of 21 342 students 

•many more students are taking advantage of the lowering of the age of independence from 25 to 23 – an increase of 29 441 students

•fewer students are accessing Youth Allowance through the independent workforce criterion – which is where we saw the worst rorts, with the full rate of Youth Allowance going to many students still living at home with well-off parents – a decrease of 26 141 students; and

•overall, the number of students accessing Youth Allowance is up from 135 000 to 160 000 – an increase of 18% in just more than a year.

Importantly, this new package of support will be fully funded. New expenditure will be offset from within the program, through:

•wind-up of the Rural Tertiary Hardship Fund

•deferral of the measure to extend Youth Allowance eligibility for Masters by Coursework students from 1 January 2012 until 1 January 2014 

•reducing the value of Start-Up Scholarships to $2050 from 1 January 2012 and

•reducing the value of Relocation Scholarships for non-regional students to $4000 in the first year living away and $1000 in subsequent years from 1 January 2012.

Many more students from low and middle income families are accessing dependent Youth Allowance – an increase of 21 342 students. 

Many more students are taking advantage of the lowering of the age of independence from 25 to 23 – an increase of 29 441 students. 

Fewer students are accessing Youth Allowance through the independent workforce criterion – a decrease of 26 141 students.

Higher education in Australia in transition Next year Higher Education moves to a partially deregulated system – from 2012 an uncapped student demand-driven system will be introduced. Under the new arrangement universities can, in theory, enrol as many students as they can handle. This has to be viewed in relation to a downturn in the number of overseas students coming to Australia as universities have used fees from international students to cross-subsidise other areas. However a recent government review has proposed changes to visa requirements for students enrolled at Australian universities and this will help to maintain an internationally competitive international education sector.

However the Australian system is more stable at this time than in the UK where tuition fee increases and a decline in taxpayer funding for higher education is creating a lot of uncertainty.

Tertiary Education and Training In Australia 2009  NCVER, June 2011 
Sourcing data from the National VET Provider Collection and the Higher Education Statistics Collection, this report provides a summary of participation in tertiary education and training in Australia. It covers participation in Australian Qualifications Framework certificate qualifications through to doctorates by research, as well as enrolments in a single vocational subject. Information is presented on students and on equivalent full-time students. Adapted from publisher's description, linked to the full report online (requires free registration).

Education at a Glance: 2011 OECD Indicators
OECD,  2011 

The 2011 edition of Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators provides a broad array of comparable data on education systems. The indicators show who participates in education, how much is spent on it, and how education systems operate. 

They also illustrate a wide range of educational outcomes, comparing, for example, student performance in key subjects and the impact of education on earnings and on adults' chances of employment. Statistics and analyses for each indicator are available online. 

See also article in The Age, article in The Australian both 14 September, and report on Ninesmsn 13 September 2011.

OECD Review on Evaluation and Assessment: Australia

Australia is participating in the OECD Review on Evaluation and Assessment Frameworks for Improving School Outcomes. 

The Review aims to explore how evaluation and assessment systems can be used to improve the quality, equity and efficiency of school education and will provide analysis and policy advice to countries on how assessment and evaluation policies can work together more effectively to improve student outcomes in primary and secondary schools. 

The Review covers student assessment, system evaluation, school assessment, teacher appraisal and may also include other elements such as the evaluation of a program or a policy. Further information about the OECD Review on Evaluation and Assessment Frameworks for Improving School Outcomes can be found on the project's website. 

The full report is available online - http://www.deewr.gov.au/Schooling/Resources/Pages/OECDReviewEval.aspx. See also statement from Australian Minister for School Education, Peter Garrett, and article in The Australian, both 18 August 2011.

New reports on school funding released

On 31 August 2011, the Australian Government Review of Funding for Schooling panel released a Paper on Commissioned Research and four research reports, seeking feedback from the general public. The four reports are:

•An Allen Consulting Group report which considered the feasibility of a schooling resource standard.

•An Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) report on the existing processes for targeting funding to disadvantaged students.

•A Deloitte Access Economics report into existing funding models for schooling in Australia.

•A Nous Group consortium report into schooling challenges and opportunities in Australia.

See statement by Australian Minister for School Education, Peter Garrett, and transcript of the Minister's press conference with David Gonski, both 31 August 2011 at http://www.deewr.gov.au/Ministers/Garrett/Media/Releases/Pages/Article_110831_121911.aspx.

Calls for more equitable school funding system 

Every child would receive the same base level of funding, whether attending a private or public school, in a proposed overhaul of school funding. 

EVERY child would receive the same base level of funding whether attending a public or private school, with extra allocated to disadvantaged students, in a proposed overhaul of schools funding.

Under the plan, developed for the federal review of school funding, students would receive extra funding if, for example, they were poor, came from a non-English-speaking background, lived in a remote area or were indigenous.

The model is likely to appeal to Schools Education Minister Peter Garrett, who has repeatedly said he wants to end the ideological war between public and private schools.

The proposed model was outlined in one of four reports released by Mr Garrett and Sydney businessman David Gonski, the chairman of the first independent review of schools funding since 1973.

Mr Garrett said it was no secret the current system was in need of overhaul. ''We have a complicated system, it's not transparent and it leads to some unfair and inequitable results.''

Another of the four reports controversially suggested cutting government funding to schools that did not take on under-performing students.

The report, headed by the Nous Group, said Australia was unique among OECD countries in publicly funding fee-charging, autonomously run private schools.

''The majority of schools - independent, Catholic and a proportion of government schools - can select who they enrol,'' the report said. ''And given a choice, schools will take children who have a strong academic record. While controversial, we do need to question the extent to which public funds should continue to subsidise those already well-resourced selective schools. In our view there ought to be some pressure on schools to take on more under-performing students.''

The Allen Consulting Group was asked by the Gonski review to investigate if it was possible to design a national funding benchmark that could be applied across all schools.

It said it would be possible to design an appropriate model.

It suggested a base level could be calculated by looking at the cost of educating students at ''reference'' schools, where 80 per cent of students achieve above national minimum standards in NAPLAN tests.

Under the model, loadings would be added to the base funding for students with specific needs. The Allen Consulting Group report said the development of a national schooling funding standard should be possible within two years. ''… if development and implementation of the [standard] was to take longer than two years, it is unlikely to survive the usual policy implementation/political cycle,'' the report said.

Independent Schools Victoria chief executive Michelle Green said the model was similar to what it had proposed.

Australian Education Union president Angelo Gavrielatos said a national funding standard was worth considering but must take into consideration the wealth and resources at the disposal of private schools. Mr Garrett stressed the reports did not reflect the views of the panel or the government.

The panel, which will make its recommendations at the end of the year, is accepting submissions on the reports until September 30.

Read more:
 http://www.theage.com.au/national/education/calls-for-more-equitable-school-funding-system-20110831-1jm2h.html#ixzz1aFS8Tc24
$41 million for online curriculum support to benefit teachers and students

A new $41.2 million digital curriculum package which will provide new digital resources, to help teachers implement the new Australian Curriculum.

The package will give all schools in metropolitan, rural and regional areas access to new online materials for the first seven subject areas rolled out under the curriculum, as well as cross-curriculum capabilities.

The new Australian Curriculum will be accessible online to every school and teacher and will be linked to a wealth of additional materials that will be continuously expanded

and updated over time,” he said.

The extra funding announced will go to Education Services Australia to deliver the new package, working in partnership with education authorities and other groups to source or develop new resources.

Online professional development support and resources for teachers will be offered to help them deliver the new curriculum as it is rolled out over the coming years.

It means that teachers and students in regional or remote schools will have the same digital resources as city schools, so all students will have equal opportunities to learn and do well.

The new package includes:

 $10 million to support teachers by providing high-quality online professional learning resources that further their professional development. These may include helping teachers learn how to use wikis and blogs; advice on using online assessment tools for individualised teaching; and exchanging information and ideas online about implementing the curriculum.

 $ 5 million to support flexible delivery of language teaching and learning. This includes developing a Language Learning Space comprising podcasts, webinars, lesson plans, and videos to help teach languages to students. This allows students to practice online with native speakers, even when

there is no native speaker in their school.

 $11.4 million for new online materials for teaching students English, maths, science, history, geography, languages and the arts. There will also be teaching materials for the new crosscurriculum priorities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and culture, Australia’s engagement with Asia, and sustainability. The new resources will include film clips, animation, interactive tools, web resources and other digital learning objects that are designed to engage students and develop 21st century learning skills.

 $5 million for improving the technical infrastructure to enable these online materials to be used by schools across Australia.

 $9.8 million to link each part of the Australian Curriculum to relevant resources so teachers can easily find quality online teaching materials.

The announcement builds on the Gillard Government’s investment to support the digital delivery of the Australian Curriculum, including the $16.3 million provided for the ICT Innovation Fund which helps teachers and school leaders develop their digital skills.

The funding forms part of the Gillard Government’s $2.4 billion Digital Education

Revolution which had already delivered 590,000 computers into classrooms by June 30.

The Government has also provided funding to the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) for professional support and development. This includes the recently-announced Professional Learning Flagship: Leading Curriculum Change scheme, which will offer online training and support to 2000 teachers across the country to help them develop action plans to deliver the new curriculum in their school.

Meeting of Australian education ministers

A meeting of Australian education ministers is due to consider recommendations of the BER Implementation Taskforce, on issues including national standards for environmental design and air conditioning, and maintenance. The ministers are also expected to consider a national approach to funding support for students with a disability. See article in The Australian 14 October 2011. (Update 17 October 2011: See ministers' Communiqué and statement by Australian Minister for Education Peter Garrett.)

National framework to ensure creative play in children's before and after-school care

New national regulations will ensure stimulating learning experiences for children in before and after-school care. See article 10 October 2011 in the Sydney Morning Herald and background information from the Australian Government.

Studies link physical exercise and higher test scores

Research by Professor Richard Telford, of the Australian National University's medical school, links higher NAPLAN test scores in numeracy and writing to regular exercise and to PE lessons taught by subject specialists rather than by generalist classroom teachers. See article in the Sydney Morning Herald 10 October 2011.

New tertiary education and VET facilities for regional Australia

Prime Minister Julia Gillard has opened a $500 million fund to build world-class education and training facilities for students in regional Australia. The special Regional Priorities Round of the Education Investment Fund will provide a major boost to higher education institutions and vocational education and training (VET) providers across regional Australia.

State Issues

The Department of Education and Training’s 2010-11 annual report highlighted a year of achievement in the face of adversity. View it at 

http://deta.qld.gov.au/publications/annual-reports/10-11/index.html

Year 7 pilot schools

Expressions of Interest are open for Queensland state high schools to participate in a pilot of Year 7 in high school, ahead of the state-wide move in 2015. 

Up to 20 state secondary schools would pilot the move of Year 7 to ensure a smooth transition across Queensland. 

The successful applicants will join the new Murrumba Downs high school opening in 2012, which was announced as the first state school to pilot Year 7. 

There are two stages to the EOI process, with Stage One open to all state secondary schools. 

State high schools, in consultation with their feeder primary schools and Parents and Citizens Associations, registered their interest with their Regional Director by August 22, 2011. 

From there, schools will be assessed on their suitability at a regional level. Schools which proceed to Stage Two will then be required to make a submission based on a set of selection criteria including individual school model, transition plan, support for students, and plans to share their experiences throughout the pilot. 

Successful pilot schools will be announced before the end of the 2011 school year and it is expected that most pilot schools will choose to take Year 7 from 2013.

A total of 59 state high schools responded and from those applicants, five schools have been identified as front-runners to join the pilot program.

Springfield Central State High School, Ipswich 

 
Varsity State College, Gold Coast 

Crows Nest State School, Darling Downs 

Glenmore High School, Rockhampton 

The new high school planned at Eimeo Road, Mackay

The State Government has allocated $328.2 million to provide capital funding for state schools over four years to implement the Flying Start initiatives, and funding may be available to pilot schools requiring additional facilities or resources. 

From 2015, more than half of students in Year 7 will turn 13 and Year 7 will be the eighth year of schooling. 

A new era for education and training in Central Queensland 

Queensland Premier Anna Bligh has announced state government approval for a merger of CQUniversity and the Central Queensland Institute of TAFE.

The proposed merger would create Queensland's first dual sector university.

Combined there would be nearly 40,000 students making it one of the state's largest educational institutions based in Central Queensland.

The merger would combine the strengths of TAFE - practical skills training and job readiness - with the strengths of higher education - theoretical knowledge and links to research.

The proposed merger would create a tertiary institution that delivers both vocational and higher education - a 'one-stop-shop' for skilled workers.

Combined, a new dual sector institution would service an area 3 to 4 times the size of Victoria.

While the Government has approved the merger, the final green light relies on the Commonwealth Government providing support under the Structural Adjustment Fund, further due diligence and an agreed position on governance and operational issues.

CQU reported 19,000 students across 10 campuses in its 2010 Annual Report. CQIT delivered to 19,366 students across 7 campuses in 2010/2011 Financial Year.

Real results in Agricultural College reforms 

The new-look Australian Agricultural College Corporation's (AACC) reforms are progressing successfully more than a year on from launching the landmark Reconnecting Agricultural Education plan. 

There has been a lot of activity since the release of the plan last year, with new delivery sites at Cunnamulla, Bundaberg and Mackay and plans for more sites at Ingham, Bowen, Charters Towers, Toowoomba and South Johnstone. 

The headquarters at Gatton have been established and the partnership with University of Queensland Gatton is reaping real rewards on both sides, with partnership agreements for students of both organisations. 

The disinvestment of some of the AACC holdings has given us the opportunity for investment in infrastructure and product development. 

100% reinvestment into AACC from monies raised through any property sales and we are seeing that happen with funding earmarked across AACC," he said. 

As a result of reform both Emerald and Longreach will benefit from $2 million upgrades to infrastructure and teaching, accommodation and production facilities. 

At the Dalby Training Centre, pre-enrolment for next year, is already at 40; proof the partnership with Education Queensland was a sound move. 

Since Burdekin Campus stopped accepting full-time enrolments in 2009, delivery of training by staff has increased by 100,000 hours - that's more students graduating with accredited skills to fill the labour gaps in that area.

The AACC is committed to achieving the goals set out in the Reconnecting Agricultural Education plan and continuing to be a relevant training operator in the marketplace. 

AACC is actively generating new, flexible educational training pathways linking schools, training, higher education and employment options as well as providing flexible articulation into degree qualifications. 

New high school for northern Gold Coast

The Bligh Government will build a new high school in the northern Gold Coast as part of its commitment to providing infrastructure and services in growth areas. 

The government would invest more than $50 million in the new school at Pimpama, which would cater for secondary students in the fast-growing region. 

The school’s $30 million first stage is expected to open in 2013 for about 215 students. 

Stage two is planned to open for 2015, and by the time stage three is completed in 2017, almost 1000 students will walk through the gates on the first day of school. 

This secondary school will be a modern facility with a strong focus on environmental sustainability, including rainwater tanks, building design to capture breezes and solar hot water. 

There will also be secure bicycle compounds and change areas for students and staff wishing to cycle or walk to and from school. 

The first stage will include a resource centre, administration block, tuckshop and hospitality centre, multi-purpose covered areas and a sports oval. 

It will also feature an applied technology learning hub equipped with hi-tech labs for science, robotics, design and industrial technology, art and fashion. 

All classrooms will be fitted with a wireless network to enable students to access information from anywhere in the school. 

The new Pimpama secondary school will be the 14th school built on the Gold Coast since 2000.

Gold Coast state schools built since 2000: 

Pacific Pines State High School, Varsity College , Pacific Pines State School , Upper Coomera State College, Clover Hill State School, Currumbin Community Special School (relocation of Coolangatta Special School), Coomera Springs State School, Park Lake State School, Norfolk Village State School, Highland Reserve State School, Ormeau Woods State High School, Coomera Rivers State School and the Queensland Academy for Health Sciences. 

Bright future for new Sunshine Coast primary school 

Sunshine Coast locals have lit the path for a brighter future with the official name unveiled today for their new primary school, which is set to open its doors to students early next year. 

Hundreds of local residents had taken part in a positive consultation process to select an official name – Brightwater State School. 

The school will open in January 2012.

Brightwater State School is located on Brightwater Boulevard at Mountain Creek and was one of seven schools being delivered through the Government’s $1.1 billion South East Queensland Schools Public Private Partnership Project. 

It has 16 modern wireless classrooms, exceptional outdoor covered learning areas, and is in a peaceful natural setting with a waterway and national park along the rear boundary. 

Laws to lift standards within early childhood sector 

The Government has introduced new laws in Parliament to help lift standards in Queensland’s early childhood education and care sector as part of a national quality improvement agenda. 

The Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Bill 2011 included improved assessment and rating systems for the sector. 

The legislation will apply to more than 2600 long day care, family day care, outside school hours care, kindergarten and pre-Prep services in Queensland. 

This legislation will ensure Queensland meets its commitments to the National Quality Framework (NQF), which will result in consistent standards for early childhood services being applied nationally. 

Under the legislation introduced, a new national body, the Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA), will guide the NQF, award the highest level quality ratings and monitor each state’s assessments, rating decisions and systems. 

The rating systems will improve transparency by providing parents with more information about the quality of services being provided at a particular centre. 

These new laws will also replace Queensland’s existing licensing system for the 2600 services. 

In Queensland, all individuals working or operating a child-related service, including approved providers and supervisors, will be required to obtain a current blue card. 

The new national standards will gradually require more highly qualified educators in all long day care and kindergarten services, and improved educator-to-child ratios. 

Transitional arrangements will enable existing licensees to continue operating from the commencement of the new law. 

The Department of Education and Training would grant approvals and monitor compliance. 

The big change under this national reform agenda is that the department will now assess and rate services in addition to monitoring compliance. 

Every service will be assessed on a five-level rating system across seven categories, with assessments conducted every one to three years. Poorer performing services will be visited by department officers more frequently. 

Compliance processes would be similar to those under the current Queensland Child Care Act 2002 and would enable the State Government to amend, suspend and cancel provider and service approvals, and supervisor certificates, as well as issue compliance notices. 

Special concessions had been arranged for Queensland services during the development of the national regulations to allow greater flexibility in the application of some of the new laws to Queensland. 

 The Queensland Government will monitor the cost impacts of the new law with an interest in maintaining child care affordability for families. 

It is anticipated that the new laws will take effect from 1 January 2012. 

Details of the new National Quality Framework can be viewed at
 www.education.qld.gov.au/earlychildhood/national.html 

Education and Training Legislation Amendment Bill 2011 

The proposed Bill requires mandatory reporting by teachers of any child sex abuse or suspicion that a child is at risk of sex abuse.

This obviously imposes a significant reporting requirement on teachers by legislation. The same Bill also allows for lifetime bans for teachers found guilty of sexual, violent or serious drug offences.

The Bill also contains amendments that will free up the use of University land held in trust in particular where that land is to be used by or in joint venture with private developers including for-profit private sector businesses.

To read the Bill click here. To read the Explanatory Notes click here.

$500,000 funding boost for children with a disability

A $500,000 funding boost would help ensure community kindergartens had the staff and resources required to deliver quality early childhood education programs to children with a disability.

The funding will help community kindergartens fund the teacher aides that are an important part of teaching students with a disability.

So far applications have been received on behalf of almost 240 children in community kindergartens across Queensland.

Funding is allocated to individual students based on their level of need.

More Year 12 graduates are earning or learning

More Queensland Year 12 graduates were studying, undertaking further training or working in the six months after leaving high school. 

The 2011 Next Step survey showed almost 90 per cent of last year’s high school graduates either in the workforce or undertaking further study. 

88.9 per cent of 2010 Year 12 graduates are studying or in paid employment, up from 88.6 per cent in last year’s survey. 

That generally means further study at a university or taking up apprenticeship or traineeship.

More school leavers are recognising the value in skills-based training, with 13.1 per cent enrolled in a Vocational Education Training (VET) Certificate, up from 12.6 per cent last year. 

8 per cent have secured an apprenticeship and 3.9 per cent have taken up a traineeship, while 35.9 per cent are studying at university. 

10.9 per cent of Year 12 graduates are now working full-time, up from 10.3 per cent from the previous year. 

These results mean the Government is another step closer to achieving its Toward Q2 target of three out of four Queenslanders holding trade, training or tertiary qualifications by 2020. 

The Next Step survey of Year 12 graduates has been conducted every year since 2005 and tracks the main study and work destinations of Queensland’s youth. 

Over 37,200 Year 12 graduates from 2010 completed the 2011 survey, which represents a response rate of 80.8%. 

Coorparoo schools get a $23 million development

The $23 million redevelopment of the Brisbane School of Distance Education and Coorparoo Secondary College at Coorparoo was completed after the Brisbane School of Distance Education had outgrown its previous West End site.

The Montague Street building had been home to the school since 1988 and it had served its purpose well, however, the school was growing and a more suitable location was required to meet the needs of the school community.

The upgrades will have benefits for both communities with the project delivering a new shared resource centre while an upgrade to the old library means it can now be used as an administration centre for the School of Distance Education.

A new library information centre and staff facilities have been built for joint use by both schools, while Coorparoo College students are now enjoying a new canteen block and visual arts centre.

A Prep to Year 5 staff learning centre has also been built for visiting students.

The Federal Government contributed $3 million through the Building the Education Revolution program

The new facilities at Coorparoo will create an exciting learning environment, and also mean that more flexible course options will be available to students.

Continued investment in Queensland schools

The State School Investment Program is part of the Government’s record $134.8 million maintenance allocation for 2011-12.

Under the record $134.8 million maintenance budget more than 2900 maintenance jobs have been completed or partially completed already this financial year.

A total of 254 projects are scheduled to be completed during the school holidays with a further 2363 projects already scheduled for the completion by the beginning of the 2012 school year.

Negotiations about scheduling more than 2000 extra projects are currently underway with more jobs expected to be identified and scheduled in the coming months.

Queensland’s education system is the most decentralised in the nation and is supported by extensive infrastructure.

There are around 29,000 buildings used by more than half a million students, teachers and staff every single school day, which makes maintaining the buildings a massive job.

The types of jobs covered by the program include routine work such as painting, repairing floors and removing asbestos.

We have 1237 state schools in Queensland with an estimated $222 million worth of maintenance jobs on the books over two financial years. 

To put this in perspective, the size of the asset base for Queensland state schools is around $16.2 billion. 

“We are also continuing to plan and build for Queensland’s future by building the new schools required for population growth.

Seven schools were opened in 2011 – including the new high and primary schools at Springfield Central and the new Coomera Rivers State School on the Gold Coast, as well as the relocated Bremer State High School in Ipswich and Federal State School on the Sunshine Coast.

Queensland education authorities raise issues regarding Australian Curriculum

An article in the Courier-Mail 13 October 2011 reports 'issues and concerns' about the Australian curriculum, expressed by Education Queensland, the Queensland Catholic Education Commission, Independent Schools Queensland and the Queensland Studies Authority (QSA).
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