Consumer Affairs Report, October 2010


“Queensland’s gas rush will start as early as January 2011 after two massive liquefied gas projects were given the conditional green light by the Federal Government, paving the way for 10,000 jobs and the industrial development of central Queensland” reports John McCarthy in the Courier Mail on 23rd October.

These two LNG plants will just be the beginning of the story.  There will be problems and justifiable concerns for the environment, contamination impacts and health concerns.  Detailed management plans must outline how impacts will be minimised on aquifers, ground water and chemical contamination.

Farmers and environmentalists are deeply concerned about the encroachment on prime agricultural land, the water table levels, the extracted water disposal, contamination of land-salt, chemicals (including minute traces of cancer causing substance Btex at 8 drilling sites near Miles)

Following concerns (reported last July) about the  chemical BPA used in food and drink packaging and its ability to leach into food and harm human health, Heinz has announced it will move to BPA free packaging for its baby food products within twelve months.  Simplot Australia (Edgell and John West) have been undertaking to find BPA alternatives for canned foods and Coles said one third of their home brand canned food products and those in jars already use a BPA free lacquer and there were plans to convert the rest “over time, where possible”.

Supermarkets are spending millions to entice customers to spend.  Everything from free tasting stations, to the size and shape of trolleys, background music, store announcements, changing store layout regularly to expose you to new items, placing brand name items at eye level and the placement of basic products such as bread and milk where shoppers have to walk through less patronized areas hoping to expose them to those other products are all employed.

Refurbishments in some classrooms have sparked concerns about the emissions of toxic chemicals.  Large quantities of building material EI, MDF (medium density fibreboard) used in desks, shelves, whiteboards and building materials collectively contribute to elevated levels of formaldehyde.  Generally considered that health risks are extremely low, concentrated gases in confined areas capable of causing harm, or an adverse reaction.  Similar problems have arisen in home renovations.

Emerging science suggests a link between chemicals and ill health and factor in large grey areas in our testing and monitoring processes.  There is a strong argument for caution.  Chemicals are assessed on the basis of acute or high levels of exposure and “almost never” tested on the subtle low dose effects.  Almost all toxicology is done on individual chemicals, yet “very rarely” is an individual exposed to just one chemical.  More people are advocating and using pimple household everyday products for cleaning in response to concerns of toxic chemicals in supermarket products e.g. antibacterial hand wash, air fresheners, synthetic fragrances, floor cleaners, some toys etc., though present in small quantities what effect does it have on repeated daily exposure over a life time?

The insecticide Endosulphan has now been banned in Australia – at least a decade after scientists raised concerns about the harmful effects.  The chemical registration has been withdrawn and the five agricultural products containing the chemical will be phased out over two years.

Sludge from home car washing is emerging as a major environmental threat to Moreton Bay – the waste being allowed to drain into stormwater drains.  Truck drivers are legally banned from washing their vehicles outside their home and commercial car washes operate under strict guidelines.  The Queensland Water Commission fact sheet urges residents to wash their cars on the grass because the wastewater contains toxic chemicals – the low volume of detergents breakdown rapidly in the environment.
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